
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 19.01.2017 
FROM 1.00 PM AT M/s. BHAGYANAGAR CHLORIDES PVT. LTD., R.S.No. 54/1, 
SAGGONDA VILLAGE, GOPALAPURAM MANDAL, WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT 
ON THE PROPOSED EXPANION OF EXISTING PLANT TO MANUFACTURE 
ACTIVE PHARMACEUTICAL INGREDIENTS (API) & INTERMEDIATES ( BULK 
DRUGS & INTERMEDIATES) WITH R&D AND INCREASE OF EXISTING 
PRODUCTION OF ALUMINUM CHORIDE. 

Panel members: 

Chairman: Sri MD.Hasim Shariff, Additional Joint Collector, West Godavari Dist. 

Representative of the A.P. Pollution Control Board: Sri S.Venkateswarlu, Environmental 

Engineer, Regional Office, Eluru, West Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh 

Industry Representatives present:  

Sri Srinivasa Rao, Joint Managing Director, M/s Bhagyanagar Chlorides Pvt. Ltd., 

Saggonda(v), Gopalapuram (M), West Godavari District 

Sri Tirumalesh, Technical Director, M/s. KKB Consultancy, Hyderabad 

At the outset, the Environmental Engineer, APPCB, RO, Eluru has welcomed the public 
gathering of the Environmental public Hearing. He informed that the Public hearing is conducted 
as per the Government of India Notification S.O. No. 1533, dated 14.09.2006 in connection with 
the proposed expansion of existing plant of M/s Bhagyanagar Chlorides Pvt. Ltd., Saggonda(v), 
Gopalapuram (M), West Godavari District to manufacture Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients 
(api) & Intermediates ( Bulk Drugs & Intermediates ) with R&D and increase existing 
production of Aluminum Chloride. Paper notification regarding the public hearing was issued on 
17.12.2016 in "Andhra Jyothi" Telugu News paper and in "Indian Express" English news paper 
with the details of proposed activity, date and venue of public hearing, places of availability of 
draft E1A report and executive summaries for access to the public. The Public Hearing is 
conducted as per the Government of India notification S.O. 1533, dated 14.09.2006, where in 
certain projects like Bulk Drugs etc., require to obtain prior Environmental Clearance for which 
comments/ objections/ suggestions of the public have to be solicited on environmental impacts 
and other pollution problems that may arise from the proposed activities before according 
environmental clearance by the MoEF & CC, GoI. Minutes of the public hearing incorporating 
all the views/ objections/ suggestions of the public would be submitted to the Government of 
India for further action on the application of project proponent for environmental clearance. The 
project proponent would give details on the project details, environmental impacts, proposed 
remedial measures etc. 

Then the EE, APPCB, RO, Eluru requested the Additional Joint Collector, Eluru to conduct the 
proceedings for the public hearing. 

The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru informed that the public hearing is intended to obtain 
views! objections on the proposed project of M/s Bhagyanagar Chlorides Pvt Ltd., All the views 
and objections expressed in the public hearing would be recorded and consolidated. He also 
informed that public can also submit representations and reports, if any, on the proposed project, 
which would then be incorporated as part of record of minutes and forwarded to the Government 
of India. The Additional Joint Collector requested the project proponents to explain to the public 
about the proposed project, its environmental impacts and preventive and control measures. 

Sri Srinivasa Rao, Joint Managing Director, M/s Bhagyanagar Chlorides Pvt Ltd., has informed 
that they proposed expansion of their existing plant. The proposed expansion consists of 
manufacture of 5 bulk drug products at any point of time out of 10 bulk drugs proposed along 
with R & D facilities and expansion of existing production of Aluminum chloride and 
approached Ministry of Environment and Forests for Environmental Clearance. Draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment report was prepared as per the Terms of Reference (ToR) 
issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,(MoEF&CC), Govt of India 
and submitted to A.P.Pollution Control Board for arranging public hearing on the proposed 
project. The proposed expansion would create employment opportunities directly and indirectly 



additionally to about 100 — 150 persons. They would be spending about Rs. 1.0 Crore as part of 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). This amount would be spent in phases in next five years 
duly consulting the villages for development activities. 3.5 Acres (42% of total area) would be 
developed as greenbelt which would ensure healthy surroundings. He promised that they would 
take all pollution control measures to ensure no harm to the surrounding villages. He requested 
the public present to express their views on the proposed project. He requested their environment 
consultant M/s KK13 Envirocare Consultants Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad to explain about the technical 
details of the proposed project. 

Sri J. Tirumalesh, Technical Director, M/s ICKB Envirocare Consultants Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad 
explained about the project as follows: 

M/s Bhagyanagar Chlorides Pvt Ltd., proposed to expand the plant with manufacturing of 5 
bulk drugs at a time (2 regular and 3 campaign products) out of 10 bulk drugs proposed with 
R&D facility. Expansion is proposed in 4.3 Hectares 
As per ToR issued by the MoEF & CC, existing environment status of water, air, land and 
noise in the plant, in 10 km radius of the plant and in villages was collected and studied. 
PM10, PM 2.5, SO2, NON, Hydrocarbons and Volatile organic Compounds levels in the 
ambient air are within the stipulated norms of Pollution Control Board. 
Water requirement for different purposes of plant activities is 250 kilo litres per day 
Waste water generation will be 99 kilo litres per day and all measures are proposed to ensure 
no adverse impacts on the surrounding environment. 
99 KLD Waste water will be segregated into two streams depending on total dissolved solids 
levels and collected into tanks of 1.0 metre above the ground level, treated in Duel Sand 
Filter, Activated Carbon Filter, Reverse Osmosis plant and the treated waste water would be 
reused in Cooling tower and Boiler makeup. No waste water would be released to outside 
and hence no ground / surface water pollution. Guard ponds are also proposed to collect the 
waste water and same is retreated as necessary. Standby pumps for operation of ETP will 
also be made available in the plant. 
Air pollution from process operations are controlled by treating in Scrubbers. 2 Tons per 
Hour (TPH) and 5 TPH boilers will be installed for steam requirement. Multi cyclone and 
Bag Filter will be provided to control emissions from boilers. 
6.6 Tons per day of solid waste is generated from process. These wastes are segregated as per 
the specifications, collected in HDPE bags, stored on a covered platform with leachate 
collection pit before disposal to cement plants / Common Facility as per Pollution Control 
stipulations with 7 Copy manifest system. Boiler ash will be disposed to brick manufacturing 
units. 
Extensive plantation to the extent possible is proposed to arrest noise to the surroundings. 
30 kilo litres of water will be utilized for development of green belt in 3.6 Acres 
Rain water harvesting structures are also proposed. All efforts would be taken to utilize 
minimal natural resources. 
CSR funds would be utilized for welfare of the surrounding villages. 

The Additional Joint Collector requested the public to come forward and express the views/ 
objections/ suggestions duly mentioning their name, village etc. 

Comments/ Views/ Objections/ Suggestions expressed by the public during the public 
hearing are summarized as furnished below: 

1. Sri M. Navin, Student, Gopavaram Village: 
Though the plant is in operation since last 7 years, no welfare measures are under taken 
by the industry to Gopavaram village. So far no hospital is provided for Gopavaram 
village. Hospitals are existing far away from village. No doctor is employed by industry 
even to treat employees of the industry in case of any emergency. 
While giving employment the industry shall look into only technical and educational 
capabilities and not look into personal aspects. 
No rains in Gopavaram for the last three years. Crop of cashew/mango etc are damaged 
in the area. 
The existing industry is causing lot of pollution. White gaseous fumes of the industry are 
spreading in the entire surroundings of the plant. Industry is causing heavy chlorine 
pollution. Product itself is highly irritating. 



Many youth are unemployed in the village. Industry is practising favouritism in giving 
jobs. 
Industry shall utilize 10% of their profits for welfare of surrounding villages. But this 
industry spent nothing for the welfare of the surrounding villages. 
He opposed the plant expansion as only problems are to be encountered by this industry 
and no benefits can be expected from the industry. 

2. Sri Pathuri Srinivasa Rao, Farmer, Gopavaram: 
Cashew crops damaged completely 
Very low salaries are paid to employees 
Drinking water facility is not provided 
No technical information about the industry is provided to any of the villagers. 
Presentation by the consultant is also not clear and not understandable. Need clear 
presentation on the proposed project again. 
No assurance from industry is forthcoming in case of any damage or untoward 
incidents/accidents. 
There is every possibility of complete damage to the surroundings in case of any major 
leak of chlorine from the industry. Safety measures are nil in the industry. 
Safety is foremost priority and shall be ensured by the industry. 

Sri Menni Sri Hari, Farmer, Gopavaram: 
Crop losses are heavy due to the industry. 
Permission for expansion shall not be given. 

The Additional Joint Collector requested the project consultant to explain with more clarity. Sri 
J. Tirumalesh, Technical Director, M/s KKB Envirocare Consultants Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad 
explained about the project again. Explained about the each product, its uses, pollution control 
measures etc., as mentioned in the draft ETA report. 
Sri Menni Maruthi, Farmer, Gopavaram: 

Industry is unable to give any legal assurance to ensure no damages due to the industry 
operations. 
Our lively hood is based on cows. Cows are affected by this industry. 
Cashew plantation is already affected severely and would affect further 
Gopavaram — Gajjaram is damaged due to plying of vehicles of industries and dust 
pollution is causing allergy problems. No repairs since last 7 years. 
Insisted for legal assurance from the industry. 

Sri Ukkusuri Suresh, Gopavaram: 
Cows, buffalos and crops are damaged in 3 km radius due to pollution from this industry. 
Without Village Panchayat permission/ resolution, industry cannot proceed with the 
expansion. Demanded to know whether village panchayat gave any permission. 
No suitable jobs are provided even for inter / degree qualified persons. Forced to work for 
hard labour jobs. Still many unemployed though having degree qualification. 
Our objections are not all considered and projects are obtaining clearances though 
objected to by local people. 
No college and no hospital in the village 
Opposed the expansion 

Sri Menni Gangadhara Rao, Farmer, Gopavaram: 
Own lands are located adjacent to the industry. Chlorine emissions caused damage to the 
crops. Though complained to revenue authorities, no action taken. Emissions are more 
particularly during early morning. 
Industry is also unresponsive though complained many times. 
Expansion would result in more problems and hence shall not be permitted. 

Sri M. Sudhkar, Gopavaram: 
In case of any emergency, villagers do not know to whom to approach in the factory to 
redress their grievance. Emission from the factory spread upto their village eight months 
back. Factory representatives were evasive and simply denying that the emissions are 
not from their unit. No other factory is existing in this area. 
Farmers surrounding the industry are suffering a lot. Crop yields reduced drastically 
because of pollution from the plant. Farmers are in despair. 
Sound pollution from the industry is severe. Not controlled sound pollution in spite of 
several representations. Even cows are going panic and not allowing milking. Village is 
also disturbed because of sound pollution. 



Sri Menni Atchyutha Rama Rao, Farmer, Gopavaram: 
Ownland of about 30 acres is existing adjacent to the industry. 
Not operating the existing unit as per safety and labour law norms. No Safety Head nor 
Labour head employed for the factory. Employees do not wear helmets and nose masks. 
A woman died because of pollution from this factory sometime back and the facts were 
suppressed. Our agriculture labour are also suffering because of air pollution from this 
plant. 
Two of cows died. Three calves born handicapped. Cows are not allowing milking. 
Wrong information is furnished in the EIA report. 
Demanded to know as to whether the factory is paying salaries/allowing leaves/other 
benefits as per labour laws, whether industry employed any person as labour head to look 
after welfare of the employees. No body from their village were employed in the plant. 

o 	Management of the industry is highly apathetic towards their village. 
Students are disturbed because of sound pollution from the industry and pass percentage 
is reduced. 
No CSR activity was under taken by the industry so far. Information furnished in the 
reports is not true. 
Villagers were wrongly informed at the time of establishment of the existing unit that 
soap manufacturing unit would be put up. Instead they established chemical unit of 
Aluminium Chloride unit. 
SC/ST/BC students are suffering a lot due to sound pollution. 
Existing industry and also the proposed expansion, which involves bulk drugs is even 
more dangerous, shall not be allowed at any cost. 

Sri M. Venkata Ratnaji, Vice presient / Farmer, Gopavaram: 
The existing site of the industry was sold to the plant for a noble purpose expecting 
employment benefits to the villagers with a belief that the industry operations would not 
cause any pollution. Management had also given the same assurance, but the same 
turned out to be a false assurance as the industry had not divulged pollution potential 
from the industry. The industry is still evasive to redress village grievances. 
Even guests are not able to sleep peacefully in the village because of severe sound 
pollution from the industry. Not able to tolerate inaction of industry in controlling sound 
pollution. 
Skin of his face got rashes because of pollution of the existing industry. 
Milk yield from cows/ buffalos reduced from 5 lit to 2 lit. Domestic animals, birds are 
suffering from pollution of this industry. Crops are severely damaged. 
Fining the employees on filthy grounds like late reporting / leave etc, is morally 
unethical. 
It is the villagers who are exposed to pollution, as no employ of the plant live in 
Gopavaram village. 
Strongly oppose existing as well as proposed expansion. 

Sri Nadipalli Rama Krishna, Gopavaram: 
No compensation was given though crops were damaged 
Demanded that no permissions shall be given to the industry. If permissions are given, 
villagers would not tolerate. 

Sri M. Rajesh, President, Saggonda: 
Though there may be benefits of employment and development, the industry shall first 
ensure that no pollution is caused to the villages and surroundings. The village suffered a 
lot due to pollution. 
Permissions are issued to industries even though people oppose the same. 
Management shall take utmost care to control pollution and the villagers shall also come 
united to ensure that no pollution is caused by the industry. 

Sri Menni Satyanarayana, Gopavaram: 
Industry is causing severe pollution. Management is unresponsive to the grievances. 
Plant shall not be granted permissions under any circumstances 

Sri Pathuri Suryachandaram, Gopavaram: 
Crops of cashew, mango, paddy etc are affected because of pollution from the industry, 
hence no permission shall be given 

Sri Menni Ramachandram, Gopavaram: 
Plant is of no use to Gopavaram village in any way. 
All villagers are opposing, hence oppose establishment of plant. 



Sri Myddi Ratnaji Rao, Gopavaram: 
Government shall take decision on permitting industry keeping in view the opinions 
expressed by the villagers. 

Sri Bobbili Venkatraju, Gopavaram: 
Industries shall be established at least 3 km from the village habitation. 
Sound pollution is causing disturbance to the students particularly to SC/ST/BC students. 
Village, Crops, animals are affected by the existing unit. 
Opposed expansion of the plant 

Sri Tagaram Anandarao, Gopavaram: 
Severe health problems are caused to family members and employees due to chlorine 
emissions released by the industry 
Opposed expansion of the plant 

Sri Mandapalli Srinivas, Gopavaram: 
Village, Crops, animals are affected by the existing unit. 
Opposed expansion of the plant 

Sri Jaliparthy Pradeep, Gopavaram: 
Industry is causing severe pollution. Employees also suffer because of pollution of this 
industry. All villagers are opposing. 
Opposed expansion of the plant 

Sri Maganti Srinivasa Rao, Nidadavole: 
Reiterated that no pollution shall be caused by the industry. Industrial growth is also 
equally important. Employment opportunities would increase. 
Village is benefited in terms of tax revenues received by the gram panchayat. 60-70 
persons of the village receive salaries of about Rs. 60 lakhs adding to the economy of the 
village. Panchayat receives grants indirectly for rural development from excise duty, 
sales tax etc paid by the industry. 

Sri Parimi Radhakrishna, Kovvur: 
Industry management and the villagers shall discuss together the problems and solve the 
issues amicably and then go forward on the proposals of the industry. 

Sri Kakarala Hare Ramakrishna, Rajampalem: 
Proposed expansion shall be taken up only after resolving all issues such as pollution 
control, employment etc. 

Sri Chennakesava Reddy, NGO, Kadapa: 
Appealed industry to take all measures to control pollution and adhere to the CPCB 
norms, resolve labour issues amicably etc., Only local people shall be given employment. 
A suitable person shall be designated as public relations officer to redress the village 
problems. 
A mobile hospital shall be arranged to take care of health of the people. 

Sri Vijaya Reddy, NGO, Hyderabad: 
Public hearing shall be conducted in front of the gate as per the ETA Notification 2006. 
Rainwater harvesting structures shall be provided and shall see that the local farmers are 
not deprived of ground water because of drawl of ground water for industrial purposes. 
This shall be incorporated in the final draft report because industry requires about 65,000 
KL of water annually. 
Will submit a detailed report with suggestions to the industry, authorities etc., on the 
proposed project. 
A full-fledged report shall be submitted to the MoEF for taking further action. 

Sri D.Anjaiah, NGO, Hyderabad: 
Industry shall take proper measures to control sound nuisance as there is no dearth of 
technology. Wages to labour shall be paid as per minimum wages acts and rules. 
Industry shall resolve all problems so far expressed and then go forward on expansion 
proposals. 

Sri K. Naga Raja, Gutala: 
Owns 17 acres of land adjacent to the plant and cultivating. All the lands around industry 
are agriculture lands. Cultivation stopped because of industry pollution. Report 
mentioned that soil types around industry are of silty loam, which is wrong and 
misleading and without any authenticated report regarding silty nature of soils around the 
plant. 
Eucalyptus plantation will not survive in this area. Ground water is polluted because of 
the industry. Hence, reporting that none of the plant species and animals present in the 
study area belongs to threatened or endangered categories is wrong. 



Maximum temperature recorded is mentioned as 460  C, which is also wrong as the 
temperature shoots up to more than 500  C. This wrong reporting mislead that the 
temperature of this area would decrease because of industrial operations. 
Base line environmental data generation in Mar 2016 was carried by consultant out 
without the knowledge of local people. 
Very difficult to understand the scientific terms and their meaning mentioned in the 
reports. 
Emission quantities that are generated due to consumption of 20 lit per hour of diesel for 
DG sets are not mentioned. 
Farmers became debt ridden because of crop damages and pollution problems of the 
industry. Industry is unresponsive. Farmers are in despair. 
No proper details are furnished about ash generated per month, area available for storage 
and disposal etc., Handling of Hazardous waste, chemicals and Risk assessment ( Para 
No. 5 of Executive Summary) and 011 Occupational Health Hazards ( Para No. 6 of 
Executive Summary) 
Details of activities undertaken under corporate social responsibility and amount incurred 
are lacking clarity. If expenditure is incurred, what are the activities undertaken. 
No clarity is furnished in the report as to how many locals are employed as of now in the 
plant. 
Opposed plant expansion 

Sri Koduri Durgarao, Gopavaram : 
No villager was informed about the proposed expansion of the plant 
Crops were growing very healthily before ten years. But since last 10 years, the crops are 
suddenly loosing flowering stage, which may be because of industrial establishments of 
this area 
Severe air pollution is causing on roads because of plying of industry vehicles which 
carry acid, chlorine, sulphur etc. Spillages of these chemicals onto road and then into 
ambient air are causing eye burning whenever such dust is emitted into air due to winds 
and vehicle plying. Health of Cows, buffalos are severely affected because of drinking of 
rain water contaminated with spillages of above chemicals. Animals are dying because 
of drinking the contaminated water. 
Chlorine fumes are contaminating the crops and also grass resulting reluctance by 
animals to eat grass. 
Sometimes, but not •frequently, villagers are feeling difficulty in breathing because of 
chlorine emissions. Severe skin allergies and eye burning is also caused by the pollution 
of the industry. 
All the adverse effects shall be studied by experts to find out the reasons for such health 
problems. 
No objection if the industry is established at a suitable place, other than the existing 
place, such that nobody is affected including crops, animals etc. 
Village is at a distance of 300 mts. Infants are also disturbed because of sound pollution 
from the industry. 
Opposed expansion of the plant at the existing site, as villagers are already suffering due 
to pollution problems of this industry. 

Sri T. Hussain Naidu, NGO, Hyderabad: 
Sound levels mentioned in the report are in contrast to :the actual situation as already 
expressed by the villagers. This need correction in the report. 
Minimum wages act shall be implemented. Locals shall be employed compulsorily. 
Supported proposed expansion activity 

Sri S Venkata Reddy, NGO, Hyderabad: 
Industry shall implement continuous online monitoring systems. Industry shall initiate 
action to resolve all the problems. Action shall be taken by the authorities in case of any 
pollution caused by the industry. 
Permission can be granted with a condition that the industry shall not cause any pollution. 

Sri G.Janardhan Reddy, NGO, Hyderabad: 
Oppose causing of pollution, but not for establishment of industries. 
Report shall be submitted to the government on all the problems mentioned by the 
industries. 
Supported the plant expansion provided management resolves all the issues amicably 
with villagers. 



Environmental Engineer 
Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board 
Regional Office, Eluru 

%/"ceglal  
Add tonal Joint Collector 
Eluru, W.G.District. 

Sri Chintala Sailu, NGO, Matrubhumi Pariralishana samithi, Hyderabad: 
All the issues shall be resolved in the village level committees. Local shall be employed. 
Industry shall provide ambulance facility. 
No objection for the expansion if the plant is operated without air and water pollution. 

Sri Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Hyderabad: 
Health status of the local villages, crop yield status, ground water availability status 
shall be incorporated in the report which will help as base line data for assessing future 
impacts. 
Water harvesting structures shall be provided. CSR funds shall be utilized for this 
purpose. A coordinating committee may be constituted for unitilizing CSR funds. 
Greenery shall be atleast 50% along roads including medicinal plants 
Skill development training shall be imparted to the local people. 
Water spraying on roads may be done to control road dust. 
No objections for the proposed expansion provided all the issues of the villagers are 
resolved amicably. 

Sri H. Madhu Babu, Environment Volunteer, REEHAS, Hyderabad: 
No objections for the proposed expansion provided all the issues of the villagers are 
resolved amicably. 

The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru requested the project proponent to reply to the issues raised 
by the public. Sri Srinivasa Rao, JMD of the project has thanked the public about expressing 
their views and complaints and clarified that any chemical process would have its characteristic 
emissions from operations released into the environment and these emissions have to be 
controlled effectively, otherwise surroundings would be affected. Presently, they are not causing 
any pollution from the industry. Rs. 6 Crores is estimated as expenditure at full production levels 
as proposed for environment management, pollution control equipment etc., 
The Additional Joint Collector stated that all the views expressed have been heard patiently and 
recorded and concluded the public hearing proceedings. 
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